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Brazil's aspiration to become a member of the global elite has led to increased economic and military engagement with China. China increased Brazilian investment in 2010 by over 5000% to 17 billion dollars. China has supplanted the United States as the number one trading partner to Brazil. While the United States struggles to recover from the global financial crisis and continues to engage world wide it cannot take its eye off of the Americas. Every investment by China is a missed opportunity for the United States. Hemisphere.
Brazil's economic growth and maturing democracy have been occurring while the United States has been engaged for ten years in multiple armed conflicts and suffering through the global financial crisis. These conditions became China's opportunity.
China's ability to use soft power in Latin America and specifically Brazil has increased exponentially in recent years. 4 Unhindered by the global financial crisis, China was able to capitalize on the lack of traditional foreign investments. In 2001 Goldman Sachs analyst Jim O'Neil saw the potential in four evolving markets and coined the acronym BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China). 12 Initial observations were that Brazil was the laggard in the group; the same cannot be said today. 13 In addition to its standing as a strong BRIC economy, Brazil is also a leader in quickly distribute them to the international market. Lastly, China wants to continue to achieve all these interests without creating any international waves. Ideally nothing they do upsets the current world order, specifically the United States, until they have the ability to change the world order and assume its leadership. 15 Brazil has been all too eager to meet Chinese demand for resources. Chinese demand was a windfall for Brazil pushing commodity prices to all time highs and injecting large amounts of capital into the economy. 16 The main exports to China are soy products, iron and petroleum. Soy production in Brazil has increased dramatically over the last decade. This is a direct result of China's demand for soy products. In 2010 China represented 56% of all Brazil soy exports. 17 Soy has become an essential source of protein for China's workforce. To avoid the fluctuating commodity prices China has explored negotiating long term contracts directly with Brazilian farmers. 18 The iron and petroleum exports from Brazil meet the raw material and energy requirements for China's continued manufacturing based economy.
While on the surface this appears to be a win-win for both countries there is reason for caution from Brazil. Interdependency between the two countries is shallow.
Brazil is becoming too dependent on China; the same cannot be said for China regarding Brazil. While China is Brazil's number one trading partner, Brazil is not even cracking the top ten regarding Chinese top trading partners. 19 This imbalance is starting to become apparent to Brazilian officials. 
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In return for continued access to these resources China does engage in Foreign Direct Investment. The focus can be grouped into three categories: resources acquisition, market access and efficiency seeking. 23 This is one area that China excels.
Their investment can be tied directly to interests; any benefit derived by Brazil is secondary. They are able to do this because of a coordinated government approach.
The United States government, corporations, private business and investors cannot synchronize their efforts like China. The lack of a single entity able to act quickly and according to a grand strategy is a definite challenge for the United States and an advantage for China.
China spends 75 cent of every dollar invested on resource acquisition. This can be buying land to farm, mines to extract raw materials or improving infrastructure. A port and highway built by China will be specifically designed to facilitate Brazilian resources going East and Chinese manufactured goods going west.
Technology exchange has been one area that seems to be mutually beneficial.
Space technology has long provided dual use spinoff benefits such as rockets, electronic and computer technologies. The joint venture of remote sensing satellites has resulted in the successful launch of three earth observation satellites with more planned in the near future. There is no other project like it in the world. 24 This endeavor has made both countries independent regarding satellite imagery, with the additional ability to provide it as a service. Mining provides Brazil additional high demand exports. A balance must be struck between exports and internal requirements. The rapid growth has strained Brazil's infrastructure and new construction is imperative. An overall strategy for resource consumption and capital improvements is necessary.
Brazil is unique in that it is considered a developed country but has many developing country problems. Poverty is the biggest problem. According to the CIA Fact Book in 2008, 26% of Brazil's population lives below the poverty line. Aggressive programs like Bolsa Familia, paying families to ensure children attend school, subsidized housing loans and raising the minimum wage have made upward mobility a reality for many Brazilians. 37 Growing the middle class will provide Brazil an increased consumer base with money to spend and increased human capital available for skilled labor.
Brazil's energy independence is a source of power; there are 500 billion barrels of oil beneath Brazilian waters, an annual production of 167 million barrels of ethanol, the world's sixth largest uranium deposits and hydroelectric supplying 75% of the current domestic electrical demand. 38 Brazil's ability to power its domestic growth and export energy makes it a substantial international actor.
Brazil has always seen itself as the natural leader of South America. Their view has expanded now to a leader for developing countries around the world. This puts
Brazil and China on a collision path. The short term mutual beneficial trade could result in a long term completion for global markets and international clout. Brazil has a strong desire for an independent defense industry. While many other countries are eager to purchase arms, Brazil prefers a different approach.
Minister of Strategic Affairs Roberto Mangabeira has stated "We are no longer interested in buying weapons off the shelf". 40 It is the only BRIC member without a nuclear bomb, not because it cannot produce one but because it chooses not to. 41 
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The issue of a permanent seat on the Security Council is not going to die. Brazil will continue to pursue this seat because it promotes Brazil's global interests. A strategic partnership with a rising power that is also a democracy is an opportunity that cannot be wasted. By giving serious consideration and facilitating discussion on expanding the Security Council the United States will publicly acknowledge the emerging power of Brazil.
Military cooperation and engagement must be increased. and more look great on press releases, but actions must be soon to follow.
Brazil has a vote and they will vote in their self interest. Brazil is not a threat to the United States, it is an opportunity. A strategic partnership with an emerging power in the Americas should be viewed with optimism.
By 2025 the United States will no longer be the world leader in GDP; it will be third behind China and India then followed by Brazil at number four. 58 While it is not politically correct to say the United States will not be the world's super power it is a possibility. Selecting countries today and nurturing long term relations across all elements of national power is the wise course of action.
The United States has a history of failing to frame the environment and identifying the problem correctly. Brazil is not strengthening ties with China as a zero sum alternative to the United States. Brazil's national interests motivate them to seek the economic opportunity which China is providing today. The Brazil-China relationship is financially based, there is no ideological, cultural or deep value based relationship.
Comparatively the United States and Brazil have many common traits: both are young democracies with common values in free markets, rule of law, individual rights, religious freedom, diversity and equality. 59 Leveraging these traits along with the geography of the Americas will give the United States an added advantage in reestablishing the special relationship status that once existed with Brazil.
The United States and Brazil will be global leaders on issues such as energy, food security and distribution, conflict resolution and finance. A strategic partnership between the United States and Brazil will be mutually beneficial and when aligned a powerful global force across all the elements of national power. Seizing the opportunity
